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Show and Tell
Think of this as an enormous progress report. 
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The media section is the section that runs the social media websites, writes the Gearheads Gazette, and 
helps safety by creating animations and comics. The captain of media is Anna Karcher, ‘15, and the mem-
bers are Josh Kozakowski, Erica Powell, Alanna Sparks, London Cavaletto, all ‘15, Audrey Kam, Abbey 
Ferry, both ‘16, and Grace Cupolo, ‘18. This is the third issue of the Gearheads Gazette, which features all 
the sections of the team. We have also recently updated our website to a more “user friendly” set-up. We 
try to keep constant updates on our social media accounts. The team has a Twitter, Instagram, and Tumblr, 
and all have the username FRC1189. We also have a facebook page, FRC 1189 - The Gearheads. We are 
hoping to make the social media aspect of the team more prominent.

2.0

The Gazette is now INTERACTIVE. 
Clicking on any button, social 

media icon, or team name in the 
box at the right will now redi-
rect you to the corresponding 

website or page. 

https://twitter.com/frc1189
https://www.youtube.com/channel/UCMmxnX--V7a8p-upznqTk_w
https://www.facebook.com/pages/FRC-1189-The-Gearheads/236672128038?fref=nf
http://gearheads1189.weebly.com/
http://gearheads1189.weebly.com/
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not one, but two
robot chassis

True to form, the Build and Fabrication teams have been 
hard at work assembling our robots. Wait, was that plural? 
Yeah, that’s right. We’ve got two chassis. This way, when 
the time comes for us to put the robot to bed (in its bag) the 
Drivers can still practice doing what they do. A second chas-
sis also allows extra testing and prototyping of code, and any 
faults that develop on it can be removed from the competition 
chassis. 

f a b r i c a t i o n  &

In general, Controls is in charge 
of the wiring and programming of 
the robot, so it wouldn’t be unusual 
to find them troubleshooting things 
and fiddling with wires. And typ-
ically Design is only in charge of 
CADing parts for Fabrication and 
Design, but this year they teamed 
up with Controls. With the help 
of the team’s new 3D printer, they 
made their own solution. This tiny 
red device will be an immensly 
important part to the robot. It is 
meant to fix two wire connectors to 
each other. 

These wires (shown left) 
connect the talons (devices 

that regulate voltage) to the 
motors and to the distribu-
tion block (a device that 
takes electrical current 
from a single source and 

distributes it to other 
devices within the circuitry).

So basically, if these wires come 
unplugged, we’re in big trouble, 
robot-wise. As in, total shutdown. 

The connectors that Controls and 
Design printed last week secure the 
wires to each other and make sure 
that they won’t come apart when 
they’re stressed. 

This “little” fix not only provided 
the ounce of prevention we needed, 
but also allowed the Design crew to 
flex their precision skills in order 
to CAD a device with such tiny 
specifications. But it’s a good pay-
off because the team is manufactur-
ing their own parts, and they save 
the team the cost of purchasing the 
necessary gadgets.



safety
Safety may not seem that eventful, but 

our guardian angels are always hard at 
work. Safety captain, Kim McBryan, is 
our no-nonsense protector, doing her best 
to make sure nothing goes wrong and to 
fix anything that does. In addition to the 
run of the “mill” safety duties, Kim has 
been revamping our protocol and en-
forcement standards. The Safety crew has 
updated our Material Safety Data Sheet 
(MSDS), finished our 2015 Safety Manual 
and even made a safety overview for the 
Industrial Safety Award. Kim has recently 
acquired new gloves and masks, and is 
looking for a battery spill kit and more 
first aid materials. Adding to the list of 
things we got this year are the new pits, 
which the team has spent a lot of time 
painting. In order to gain more recogni-
tion, Safety has made a safety animation 
along with some comics (this week’s 
drawn by Grace Cupolo) that are designed 
to teach safety principles in a fun way. 
Kim hopes to do volunteer outreach and 
a blood drive in the future in order to 
further promote the team. This section of 
the Gearheads shows no sign of stopping 
and will continue to be our team’s heroes 
(no offence to K1M, our safety comics 
protagonist).

Behind 
the 
Scenes
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